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Johannes Gutenberg
Johannes Gensfleisch zur Laden zum Gutenberg, better known as simply Johannes Gutenberg is the man who was made famous for inventing the system of using movable type in conjunction with a printing press to make the first printed books. Gutenberg was also vital in the creation of oil based inks. For these reasons, Gutenberg is given credit for making huge innovations in the way the people receive information. This is the reason that Gutenberg was an integral part of both the Renaissance and the Reformation.
	As Europe was progressing into the fifteenth century there were several movements that made a huge impact on the world as we know it. These included the renaissance, reformation, and the scientific revolution. Gutenberg began his time as a goldsmith and copper engraver which is why he had much experience dealing with engraving metals. This skill would become vital when creating movable type to use with his new printing press. Gutenberg’s idea of printing books was not new. It had been around for many years actually. His idea was the use of movable type which could be rearranged again and again to produce different sets of letters, and words. This made the printing process much faster and more cost effective.
	Gutenberg could not have accomplished this feat alone though. In 1450, Gutenberg began an arrangement with Johannes Fust which allowed Gutenberg to experiment with printing with funding that Fust would provide. Gutenberg used a press with a large wooden screw which was similar to wine presses used at the time. This style of press was modified very little until the 20th century. This shows that Gutenberg’s ideas and techniques far outlasted his lifetime. Gutenberg is perhaps most famous for his Bibles. These Bibles were the first ever printed on a printing press and featured beautiful illustrations. They were called 42 line Bibles for the number of lines of text on each page. Today these Bibles are coveted by book collectors because there are so few in existence today.
	Gutenberg made a huge difference in not only the world of printing, but in our lived today. The way we still spread information using printed text is thanks in great deal to Gutenberg. For the first time, common people could purchase books. This allowed them to become more educated. Gutenberg’s invention was also vital to the Reformation. By spreading information via the printing press, Protestants were able to communicate much more quickly and efficiently. New books changed that way that people communicate and view the world. This made for a more educated middle class and allowed everyone to have access top a broad body of knowledge. All of these wonderful innovations were made possible by the invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg.
	 In conclusion, Johannes Gutenberg was very important to the renaissance and reformation. This is because of his invention, the printing press that used movable type. This new type of printing press allowed more people to have access to books and other reading material than ever before. This allowed for a more educated population. This printing press also was instrumental in spreading the new ideas of the reformation that changed religions around the world. Because of these great achievements, Gutenberg went down in history as one of the most influential inventors of all time.
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